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Google Fined
$1Bn

Trump Threatens EU Tariffs

warning that the U.S.
would not tolerate such
actions.

The European
Commission said
Google violated the
Digital Markets Act

by favoring its own
services and limiting
competition. Google
has 60 days to

Trump criticized the address the issues or
penalty as “highly face further penalties.
unethical,” accusing u.S.

Europe officials warned the

of unfairly targeting decision could affect a
American tech major trade agreement
companies and with the EU.

Rodrigo Diaz

U.S. President Donald
Trump has threatened
the European Union
with major tariffs and
a trade investigation
after Brussels fined
Google $1 billion

for alleged antitrust
violations.
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Trump Swipes At Press

Correspondents Dinner Rescheduled After Shooting

Alexander Sullivan

US President Donald
Trump took swipes at
the media at the White
House Correspondents'
Association (WHCA)
dinner on July 24, 2026,
a night celebrating press
freedom, after the first
event was cancelled by
a shooting three months
ago.

The president sat as
reporters from outlets
he has sparred with and
even sued, including the
New York Times, CNN,
and the Wall Street
Journal, were honored
with awards. Typically,
the president takes a
lighter-hearted tone at
the annual dinner, and
Trump joked that "the
second time is always
better" and praised

the media, saying he
respects "most of them."
However, the tone
shifted as he aimed
barbs at "fake news"
and accused many

in the room of having

cap in air

"Trump Derangement
Syndrome."

In her remarks, WHCA
President Weijia Jiang
of CBS News said the
event would return to
the Washington Hilton
next year. Friday's
event was held at the
Waldorf Astoria following
criticisms that security
at the Hilton was
inadequate. The officer

Cyclospora Outbreak Expands

John Paul

Cyclospora outbreak
linked to contaminated
iceberg lettuce has
expanded to nine

US states, becoming
the largest reported
outbreak of its kind in
US history, officials
confirmed on July 24,
2026.

The CDC has recorded
11,000+ cases across
41 states since mid-May.

plastic

Michigan is the hardest-
hit state with 8,100+

Photo: Person holds a head of lettuce wrapped in
Image Source: Getty Images/BBC

Nine States Report Cases

infections. Cases have
been linked to lettuce

from central Mexico.
Taylor

Farms issued a
voluntary recall of
iceberg lettuce from
central Mexico on July
17.

Experts say tracing the
source may take months
due to the parasite’s
long incubation period.
Cyclospora causes
severe

diarrhea and intestinal
illness.

Sons Demand ICE Accountability
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Photo: A makeshift memorial grows at the site
where Lorenzo Salgado Araujo was fatally shot by
ICE agents in Houston on July 13, 2026.

Image Source: Karen Warren/AP Photo
Lily Anderson

52-year-old Mexican
immigrant killed by ICE
agents in Houston,
demanded a transparent

Sons of Lorenzo
Salgado Araujo, a

Family Seeks Justice After Killing

investigation into their
father’s death on Friday.
The shooting occurred
on July 13, 2026,

during a traffic stop.
Federal officials claimed
Salgado Araujo used his
vehicle as a weapon,
but witnesses disputed
the claim. The involved
agents were not wearing
body cameras, and
officials have faced
criticism for withholding
evidence.

The case has sparked
protests in Houston, with
thousands demanding
accountability.
Lawmakers are
considering a formal

HIGHLIGHT

eLorenzo Salgado Araujo
was killed by ICE agents
on July 13, 2026.

eSons testified before
Congress regarding the
lack of transparency.

eWitnesses dispute the
official account of the
fatal traffic stop.

investigation into

ICE operations amid
growing concerns over
immigration enforcement
practices.
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Photo: Trump in bow tie, before /\-merican flag, before tossing red "Trump 2028"
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HIGHLIGHT

eEvent held at Waldorf
Astoria following April
security concerns

ePresident Trump
jokes about serving a
third term

shot at the scene in
April, Victor Gonzalez of
the US Secret Service,

was given an award by
Trump for his actions.
The president joked
that he would run for a
third term, putting on a
"Trump 2028" cap. "I'm
pleased to announce
my intention to... run
for a fourth term," he
joked, despite the 22nd
Amendment mandating
a two-term limit.

Photo: Firefighters of the Paris Fire Brigade survey
the scene amid smoke and fire in Marcheprime,
west of Bordeaux, on July 26, 2026.

Image Source: Getty Images / BBC

France Battles Wildfires

Tens of thousands evacuated near Bordeaux

Adrian Smith

Massive wildfires near
Bordeaux, France,
have consumed 42,000
hectares of land, forcing
220,000 people to
evacuate as firefighters
battle to control the
rapidly spreading
flames.

The Gironde wildfire,
which began on July 22,
2026, is threatening the
Bordeaux metropolitan
area and is being
described as one of
France’s largest forest
fires since World War
Two.

Fire officials said

the blaze is “erratic

and unmanageable,”
creating its own wind
systems. The disaster
has also led to the

closure of 60km of the
A63 motorway and
prompted changes

to the final stage of
the Tour de France to
support emergency
operations.

Despite the crisis,
Bordeaux Mayor
Thomas Cazenave said
there is no immediate
need for a city-wide
evacuation. Authorities
continue to monitor the
situation as extreme
heat and low humidity
worsen fire conditions.
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Long Island School Plan Faces Pushback

NYN Community Desk

A proposal to open a Muslim boys’ residential
school in Bay Shore, Long Island, has

sparked

strong opposition from local residents, who
say the project could disrupt their quiet

suburban neighborhood.

The United American Muslim Association

purchased a

13-acre waterfront property for $5 million in
June. The site was previously owned by the
Roman Catholic Montfort Missionaries and

had been

used as a Catholic seminary and later as

housing for priests.

Photo: NYC Mayor Mamdani

NYN Local Correspondent

Mayor Zohran Mamdani
signed Executive Order 19
on Thursday, requiring New
York City’s non-emergency
fleet trucks to be equipped
with pedestrian alert devices
and future municipal vehicles

Image Source : Online

to include speed-limiting
technology.

The order directs the
Department of Citywide
Administrative Services

to install pedestrian alert
systems on 4,000 city-
managed trucks by June
2029. The devices connect

Photo: Residents protest p)ahned Muslim boys’ boarding
The new owners plan to establish an Islamic school in Long Island.

Mamdani Orders Safer City Vehicles

to turn signals and emit a
sound to warn pedestrians
and cyclists when trucks are
turning.

The order also requires new
non-emergency city cars and
trucks to include intelligent
speed assistance technology,
which prevents vehicles from
exceeding speed limits or
other preset thresholds.

“Our administration expects
every driver to do their part
to keep our streets safe for
everyone, and that begins
with those behind the wheel
of our City vehicles,” Mamdani
said.

City Hall said 1,000 municipal
vehicles already use speed-
limiting devices across 21
city agencies. Since 2022,
those vehicles have traveled
more than 8 million miles and
reduced hazardous speeding
by 64%, according to the city.

Hochul Demands Soldier’s Name Restored

NYN Community Reporter

Gov. Kathy Hochul demanded
answers after Sgt. Angel
Sarah Rampersad, a Queens
native killed in an Iranian
missile strike in Jordan, was
removed from the Pentagon’s
official online casualty list.
Rampersad, 28, of Ozone
Park, died on July 17 at
Muwaffaq Salti Air Base.
Although she was included

in a Pentagon press release
about the dignified transfer of
remains, her name later did
not appear on the Pentagon’s
online casualty system.

Photo: The family of Sgt.
Angel Sarah Rampersad
attended the dignified transfer
at Dover Air Force Base on
Wednesday.

Image Source: Reuters

Hochul criticized President
Donald Trump’s administration
and called for Rampersad’s

name to be restored
immediately, saying her
sacrifice could not be erased
by changes to a website.

The Pentagon denied political
motives, saying the omission
was caused by a temporary
technical problem.

Family and neighbors
remembered Rampersad as
a “hometown hero” during

a July 23 vigil outside her
family home on 96th Street.
Her mother, Carol Acevedo,
said she was deeply proud of
her daughter, who “fought for
this country and died for this
country.”

Maspeth Honors FDNY Hero

Photo: Family of Kenneth Phelan Sr. joined elected ofﬁciais nd
Maspeth residents at a ceremony co-naming a portion of 69th Lane in

honor of the firefighter.

NYN Neighborhood Report

Maspeth honored fallen
FDNY Lt. Kenneth J. Phelan
Sr. on July 22 with a street

Image Source: Ramy Mahmoud

co-naming ceremony at 69th
Lane and Eliot Avenue, where
part of the block was renamed
“‘Kenneth J. Phelan Sr. Way.”
Council Speaker Julie Menin

and Council Member Phil
Wong joined Phelan’s family,
firefighters and community
members for the tribute.
Phelan, a lifelong Maspeth
resident, served with Engine
207/Ladder 110 in Brooklyn
and died in the line of duty
during the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks at the World Trade
Center. His daughter Erin
remembered him as someone
who helped others without
seeking recognition.

The ceremony also launched
a citywide initiative to replace
about 326 memorial street
signs with red FDNY and blue
NYPD signs ahead of the 25th
anniversary of 9/11.

educational center and boarding school for about
120 teenage boys. However, residents organized

under the banner

“Saxon Says No” have raised concerns about noise,
ﬁ traffic, safety and the possible impact on daily life in

the residential area.
& during a hearing

young children.

organizers

-ﬁ At a recent Islip Town Zoning Board meeting,
#2 hundreds of residents reportedly voiced objections

that lasted more than five hours. Some also
questioned plans connected to a daycare center for

The school’s attorney, Samuel L. Bifulco, and

said the project follows the town’s zoning code
and would operate under strict rules. The proposal

remains under review by the zoning board.
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NYN News
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Family, friends and
neighbors gathered in
Ozone Park, Queens,
on Thursday, July 23,

to remember Sgt. Angel
Sarah Rampersad, a
28-year-old Army soldier
killed in an Iranian missile
strike on a U.S. base in
Jordan.

Rampersad died on

July 17 during an attack
on Muwaffaq Salti Air
Base. Born in Trinidad,
she moved to the United
States at age 2 and later
attended P.S. 108, M.S.
202, Forest Hills High
School, Queensborough
Community College and
John Jay College.
Speaking through tears
outside the family home

Ozone Park Honors
len Sold1er

Photo: Sgt. Angel Sarah Rampersad'’s family receives
support at a Queens tribute.

on 96th Street, her mother,
Carol Acevedo, said she
was “highly proud” of her
daughter. “She fought for
this country and she died
for this country,” Acevedo
said.

Rampersad’s aunt, Judy
Rackal, said she had

long dreamed of joining
the military and enlisted
shortly after her 21st
birthday.

Community members
remembered her as a
‘hometown hero” who
would never be forgotten.
Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards praised
Rampersad’s bravery

and pledged to advocate
for her street to be co-
named in her honor. A
larger community vigil

is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Monday, July 27.

Prayer Time IN New York
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Times Square:

eople around the world know New
PYork’s Times Square as a wonder.

They say New York never sleeps.
And within that sleepless city, Times
Square feels like the most awake
place of all. Morning, noon, evening,
or the dead of night—crowds flow
here at all hours. It feels as if every
road on Earth has converged onto this
single plaza.
Before 1904, this square was called
Longacre Square. It was renamed
Times Square when The New York
Times moved its headquarters here.
And since 1907, the famous New
Year's Eve "Ball Drop" tradition
began—a ceremony that has
now become a global symbol of
celebration.
Nearly three decades ago, when | first
came to Times Square, | was struck
speechless with wonder. The endless
movement of people, the enormous
lights, the dazzling digital screens
plastered across skyscrapers—all
of it made me feel this was not just
a city intersection, but a world fair of
humanity. The original Times Tower
(now One Times Square) was once
Manhattan's second-tallest building.
But this glitz did not come easily.
From the 1960s through the 1990s,
this square was notorious for crime,
drugs, and pornography. Many people
avoided it altogether.
Since then, | have walked through this
plaza countless times—sometimes
with overseas guests, sometimes on
journalistic assignments, sometimes
just for my own pleasure. Every time, |
have felt like | was walking through the
world's greatest human procession.
Walking through the crowds of

— Akbar Haider Kiron

Times Square, | feel as

years, | did countless

if every continent has
converged here. People
of every nation, race,
language, culture, and
attire—together, this is a
living exhibition of human
civilization. That diversity,
more than anything, is
America's truest identity.
Of course, in this land of
freedom, some do cross
the line. Occasionally,
indecent behavior or
bizarre gestures catch
the eye. But under Mayor
Rudy Giuliani's initiatives,
Times Square was
cleaned up and made
tourist-friendly, giving
this vibrant plaza a new
lease on life. That dark
chapter is now history. These isolated
incidents can never diminish the
beauty and generosity of this city.
Millions around the world see America
as the land of dreams, of opportunity,
of love, and of new beginnings.

From impoverished African villages

to remote Asian hamlets—many

come here searching for a new life. |
have seen people arrive at a mature
age and struggle through broken
English to survive. Yet their children,
born here, become 100% American.
They seem to learn English from the
very air. One generation's struggle
transforms into the next generation's
confidence—that is the unique story of
immigrant life.

Times Square is not only an integral
part of my expatriate life but also

of my journalism career. For many

— Akbar Haider Kiron
Senior Journalist and
Writer

live broadcasts and
special reports from this
very square for Voice

of America. New Year's
Eve countdowns (a
tradition uninterrupted
since 1907, except for
two years during World
War Il), Pohela Boishakh,
Christmas, Thanksgiving,
U.S. presidential
elections—I have stood at
the heart of Times Square
through so many historic
and festive moments.
Many times, instead of the
Washington D.C. studio,
Times Square became
our live broadcast stage.
It felt like | was speaking
to Bengali-speaking
audiences from right in the middle of
the world's heartbeat.

Over the years, while producing
special Christmas video reports,

| battled severe winter cold,
snowstorms, and biting winds. During
those tough times, photojournalist
Neher Siddiquee and VOA colleague
Shahadat Shabuj worked tirelessly.
My on-camera presence may have
looked easy, but behind it lay their
immense effort, patience, and
dedication. My heartfelt gratitude to
them.

Then came COVID-19. The world
seemed to stop suddenly. At Times
Square, where hundreds of thousands
once thronged daily, | saw only a
handful of people. An eerie silence
enveloped everything. | could hardly
believe it—was this the same Times

The Ever-Awake Crossroads of the World I Have Seen

Square | had known?

During that historic time, along with
journalist friend Neher Siddiquee and
my sister Irin Rahman, | produced

a special report from Times Square
for Voice of America. It was a rare
opportunity to witness history up
close. The world's busiest crossroads
had become, that day, a symbol of
human helplessness.

The wheel of time never stops.

The world returned to normal, and
Times Square again filled with lights,
celebrations, and the footsteps of
humanity. Through it all, this plaza
proved once more—it is not just

a play of light and shadow, but a
living witness to the rise and fall of
civilization. Yet history took another
turn when Donald Trump was re-
elected U.S. president and Voice of
America's operations were shut down.
For me, this was not just the end of a
media outlet; it felt like the closure of
a miniature United Nations that built
bridges among people across more
than fifty languages. A major chapter
of my life seemed to end abruptly.
Even today, when | stand in Times
Square, | don't just see the lights, nor
just the tourists. | see the countless
footprints of my own three-decade
expatriate life. | see the busy days of
journalism, the thrill of live broadcasts,
the joy of festivals, the silence of a
pandemic, priceless moments with
colleagues, and countless memories
of a lifetime. Times Square, to me,

is not just a New York tourist spot. It
is a living chapter of my life—where
dreams, struggles, journalism, history,
and the eternal memories of a long
expatriate journey are all intertwined.

To Be American: A Reflection on Independence Day

— Imam Shamsi Ali

meaningful date in the memory of

every American. Independence

Day is not only a celebration of the
birth of a nation, but also an opportunity
to reflect on the ideals, struggles, and
responsibilities that continue to shape
America. As we look back on this year’s
celebration, | extend my heartfelt wishes to
all Americans, near and far, who honor the
values and spirit of this great nation.
This year carried even greater significance
as America marked the commemoration
of its 250th birthday. It represents a
remarkable journey across centuries—a
long span of history that will continue to be
remembered, examined, and discussed by
generations to come.
From the moment it declared its freedom
from England, the United States has
remained engaged in a continuous pursuit
of growth, maturity, and the constant
betterment of itself.
The America we know today, a superpower
among nations, was not born whole. It has
been shaped by challenge after challenge,
and through overcoming those challenges,
America and its people have been given
opportunity after opportunity.
| am an immigrant, as nearly all Americans
are, save our Native Indian brothers and
sisters. Since | first set foot on this soil, |
have been met with abundance. My family
has flourished. The pursuit of my American
dream continues. And above all, | am
blessed to belong to this great nation and
proud of the values for which it stands.
America is not merely a stretch of land
traced by borders. Nor is it only a people
endowed with brilliance in science and
technology. Nor is it only the sum of its

E very year, July 4th remains a deeply

economic growth, political
reach, or military power.
More profoundly, America is
an idea. It is a set of ideals.
It is the values this nation
has held dear throughout its
history: democracy, liberty,
justice, equality, and the right
to pursue happiness.

And it is this that makes me
proud to be woven into the
American tapestry, to be

a small thread in the vast,
vibrant, and colorful fabric of
American life.

| was born Indonesian. My
faith is Islam. My heritage and
culture are Asian. Yet none
of this lessens my bond to my adopted
home. It deepens it. Each of us carries
many identities at once. Cultural, spiritual,
ancestral, they shift with time, shaped by
personal journeys, by community, and

by the turning of the world. Identity is not
a fixed stone. It is a living process, not
merely “being,” but always “becoming.”
American identity, too, is not static. It is
not carved in granite. It evolves with each
generation, each era, and each new voice
added to the chorus. America is a living
organism. And like all living things, if it
ceases to renew itself, to change with the
seasons of history, it risks losing the very
essence of who it is.

With time, America has grown more
diverse, more resilient, and more beautiful.
With that, it carries greater hope—to

be honored at home and respected
across the world. So it is with American
multiculturalism. Our history is one of

an ever-widening embrace, an evolving

— Imam Shamsi Ali
: Director, Jamaica
Muslim Center &
President, Nusantara
Foundation

acceptance of deep and
profound diversity. To
preserve, to embrace, to
welcome difference—this

is the nature of our nation.
America, born of immigrants,
finds strength, not weakness,
in the freedom of cultures
and faiths to flourish. As

we move through the

21st century, the heart of
multicultural life has shifted
toward inclusive citizenship,
toward the rights and
responsibilities we all share,
and toward the values that
bind us together. Across the
decades, the metaphor has
changed: from “mosaic,” to “belonging,”

to “harmony,” to “conforming.” Today, as
we reflect on another year of America’s
founding, | would offer a different word:
“respect.” Let “respect” be the key
metaphor of our American multiculturalism.
To be American is not only to be born on
this soil, to hold an American passport, or
to claim the protection of individual rights.
To be American is to be a responsible
citizen, in thought, in word, and in deed.
To be American is to be indefinable. There
is no single prototype. A newcomer may
come to these shores and love this country
as deeply, or even more deeply, than one
whose family has been here for seven
generations. The 17th-century philosopher
Spinoza once wrote, “Citizens are made,
not born.” Nowhere is that more true than
in America. To be American, | hope, is

to be a citizen of the finest country on
earth and to be welcomed and respected
wherever one goes.

To be American is to belong to a great,
diverse, and functioning family, where
every member is received, embraced,

and honored. To be American is to strive,
always, to better ourselves, our bonds with
one another, our service to the nation, and
to the world.

To be American is to treat our sisters and
brothers in other nations with dignity, and
to accept responsibility when we have
failed them, when we have mistreated
those we called “the other,” those we
deemed different from ourselves. Thus, to
be American is to practice acceptance. It is
to live with respect for those unlike us. It is
to feel compassion and to give generously,
especially to those with less, and to share
the blessings we enjoy, both at home and
abroad. To be American is to be free: free
to dream, free to speak, free to laugh, free
to live, free to believe and worship, free to
carry our cultures without fear. And to be
easy in your own skin, whatever its shade.
To be American is to be loyal, patriotic, and
faithful to the nation, to care for its people
and guard its peace.

And to be American is to be what you are
in faith: Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jew,
Muslim, non-believer, or seeker, and still
be a good American, and a good human
being. To define “being American” in
simple words is difficult. It is as complex,
as layered, and as wondrous as America
itself.

May the spirit of Independence Day
continue to inspire all my fellow
Americans. May we continue to protect
the values of freedom, dignity, respect,
and equality that have shaped this nation’s
journey.
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Youth Safety Session Connects Students with NYPD Officials

STPUSA event promotes dialogue with NYPD representatives

NYN Desk Report

Building trust between
young people and law
enforcement was the
central focus of the
Youth Safety Session
2026, where community
members gathered to
discuss public safety,
mental health, career
development, and
opportunities within the
New York City Police
Department. Hosted by
Save the People USA
(STPUSA), the event
created a forum for open
conversation between
youth and police leaders
while emphasizing the
importance of education,
prevention, and
community engagement.
The program was

held on July 22, 2026,
at 12:30 p.m. at the
Save the People USA
Office, located at

87-41 165th Street,
Jamaica, New York.

The session brought

together students,
community members,
and law enforcement
representatives to
discuss issues affecting
young people and
explore ways to build
safer neighborhoods.
Among the featured
participants were
Assistant Police
Commissioner Fred
Kreizman, Inspector
Adeel Rana, and

SA

THE PEOPLE
Detective Mohamed
Amen, who joined the
discussion and shared
information about public
safety, community
policing, and careers
within the NYPD. The
conversation addressed
practical topics
including youth violence
prevention, mental

health awareness,
responsible decision-
making, and the role of
positive relationships
between residents and
police officers.

The event was
moderated by Imam
Muhammad Shahidullah,
CEO of Save the People
USA, and Kelly Watts,
Executive Director of
Save the People USA.
Together, they guided

the discussion and
encouraged participants
to engage directly with
the guest speakers by
asking questions about
community concerns,
career pathways, and
opportunities for service
within law enforcement.
In addition to promoting
youth safety, the session
introduced attendees

to employment and
career opportunities
offered by the NYPD.
Participants learned
about the value of public
service, leadership,

and civic responsibility
while gaining a better
understanding of how
community policing
depends on cooperation
between officers and
neighborhood residents.
The event reflected
STPUSA's ongoing
commitment to
empowering young
people through
education,

dialogue, and

community partnerships.
By bringing together
experienced law
enforcement officials
and local youth in one
setting,

the organization

created an opportunity
for meaningful
conversations about

the challenges facing
today's communities and
the shared responsibility
of building safer
neighborhoods.

As the program
concluded, participants
left with greater
awareness of resources
available to them, a
deeper understanding of
community policing, and
a renewed appreciation
for the importance

of communication
between youth,

families, community
organizations, and the
New York City Police
Department in creating a
safer future for all.
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1IN COLLABORATION

Darul Uloom NY Welcomes Zakat Foundation Representative

Visit reflects a shared focus on community engagement

N
|

NYN News Desk
A visit by Murat Kose,
East Coast Director

of Zakat Foundation

of America, to Darul
Uloom NY brought
together leaders who
share a commitment

to community service,
education, and
charitable outreach. The
gathering highlighted

COGNIA!

cognia

ELHAAM ACADEMY IS
FULLY ACCREDITED BY

the value of building
relationships between
nonprofit organizations
and Islamic educational
institutions while
encouraging continued
collaboration for

the benefit of local
communities.

STEAM BASED CURRICULUM

‘.\
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During the visit, Kose
met with members

of the Darul Uloom

NY community

and observed the
institution's educational
environment. The
occasion provided an
opportunity to strengthen

connections between
the school and Zakat
Foundation of America,
an organization known
for its humanitarian and
community-focused
initiatives. While the
visit was centered on
relationship building,

it also reflected a
broader commitment to
supporting institutions
that play an important
role in education

and community
development.

As East Coast Director,
Kose's visit underscored
the foundation's
interest in engaging
with organizations

that contribute to the
growth and well-being
of their communities.
Educational institutions
such as Darul Uloom
NY often serve as
centers for learning,
leadership development,

and community
engagement, making
collaboration with
nonprofit organizations
an important part of
expanding opportunities
for service.

The visit also provided
an opportunity for
dialogue about the
shared values that
connect charitable
organizations and
educational institutions.
Both play significant
roles in encouraging
civic responsibility,
compassion, and service
to others. By meeting

in person, community
leaders strengthened
relationships that
support future
cooperation and mutual
understanding.

Visits of this kind

also reinforce the
importance of
maintaining connections

across organizations
dedicated to serving
the public. Through
direct engagement,
leaders gain a better
understanding of each
other's missions and
identify opportunities to
work together in ways
that benefit students,
families, and the wider
community.

The meeting between
Murat Kose and Darul
Uloom NY reflected a
shared commitment to
education, service, and
community engagement.
Although the visit

was simple in nature,

it demonstrated the
continued importance
of collaboration among
organizations that
seek to strengthen
communities through
learning, outreach, and
humanitarian values.

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS
HOLISTIC ISLAMIC EDUCATION
FREE LUNCH AND BREAKFAST
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

TRANSPORTATION TO QUEENS
AND LONG ISLAND @

87 41165TH ST. JAMAICA, NY 11432 J::

info@elhaamacademy.org
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Children Celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary

STPUSA’s summer program highlights history, unity, and community service
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History came to life
through games,
creativity, and friendship
as more than 25 children
gathered for an America
250 Summer School
Celebration hosted by
Save the People at the
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THE PEOPLE ‘o
Bosnian-Herzegovinian
Islamic Center New
York.

Held on July 23,

the program gave
young participants an

opportunity to celebrate
the approaching 250th
anniversary of the
United States while
learning about the
values connected with
the nation’s history. The
afternoon combined
educational activities
with games, food, toys,

and time for children to
build new friendships.
The celebration
centered on themes of
diversity, freedom, unity,
respect, and community
service. Through age-
appropriate lessons
and activities, the
children explored how
people from different
backgrounds contribute
to American life and how
shared responsibility
helps strengthen
neighborhoods and
communities.

Hafiz Mohammed
Haque moderated the
program, helping guide
the children through

the celebration and its
educational themes.
Save the People also
thanked the Bosnian-
Herzegovinian Islamic
Center New York for
welcoming the children
and providing a space

where families and
community members
could gather.

The event balanced
learning with recreation.
Creative projects and
games kept participants
engaged, while food and
toys added to the festive
atmosphere. Organizers
presented the program
as a way for children

to connect American
history with values they
experience in daily life,
including cooperation,
mutual respect, and
service to others.

The celebration also
reflected the role of
local institutions in
helping young people
understand citizenship
and belonging. By
bringing children
together in a faith-based
community setting,

the event showed how
cultural identity and

American civic life can
be explored side by
side.

For the participants, the
afternoon offered more
than a summer activity. It
provided a setting where
children could learn,
celebrate, and connect
with one another while
developing a stronger
understanding of the
country they call home.
The message of the
program was expressed
in its closing theme:
“One Nation. Many
Stories. Stronger
Together.” Through

the America 250
celebration, Save the
People emphasized the
importance of preparing
a new generation to
value history, respect
differences, and
contribute to a stronger
community.
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NYN Staff Reporter

Community voices from
New York reached a
global forum as Save
the People USA,
known as STPUSA,
took part in a town hall
with candidates for

the position of United
Nations Secretary-
General at United
Nations Headquarters
in New York. The event,
held on July 23, 2026,
brought candidates,
civil society leaders,
and other stakeholders

NEW YORK NEWS Sunday, JULY 26, 2026

DIPLOMACY

[Local Voices Reach the United Nations

together for a public
discussion on the future
leadership of the United
Nations. The program
gave participants an
opportunity to hear
competing visions for
the organization and
consider how its next

-~

leader might respond to

international challenges.

Imam Muhammad
Shahidullah,

President and CEO

of Save the People
USA, represented

the organization at

the gathering. His
participation placed

a New York-based
community organization
within a wider civil
society conversation
about peace, justice,
inclusion, human
dignity, and cooperation
among nations. For
STPUSA, the event
carried meaning beyond

formal attendance. In
its public statement,
the organization

said participation
offered a chance to
bring the concerns of
communities, youth,
families,

and future generations
into discussions
shaping the direction
of the United Nations.
The town hall also
reflected the role civil
society groups play in
connecting international
institutions with people
at the local level.
Organizations rooted
in neighborhoods
often work directly with
families,

young people, faith
communities, and
residents facing social
challenges. Their
presence in global
forums helps ensure
broad policy discussions

NEW YORK NEWS
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Save the People USA takes part in discussion on future UN leadership

remain connected

to lived community
concerns.

STPUSA described its
participation as part

of an effort to build
stronger links between
local service in New
York and international
cooperation.

The organization
expressed pride in
joining the dialogue
and reaffirmed its
commitment to building
bridges between local
communities and the
wider world.

The event gave Save
the People USA a
platform to support
leadership grounded in
peace,

dignity, and inclusion.
Its message from the
gathering

was clear: “Local Action.
Global Vision. Peace for
All.”
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Young Muslim Women Find Community i Congress
ISF event highlights 1dentity, leadership, and public service

NYN Digital Desk

A gathering of Muslim
women on Capitol Hill
gave a group of young
policy interns a close
look at leadership,
identity, and the role of
representation in public
service. Interns from
the Islamic Scholarship
Fund’s Congressional
Policy Internship
attended Hijab on

the Hill, where they
joined professionals,
congressional staff, and
community leaders for
an evening centered
on connection and
encouragement.

The event brought
together Muslim
women working across
government and public
policy, creating space
for participants to
exchange experiences
and build relationships.
For the interns, the

gathering extended their
learning beyond daily
office assignments and
placed them in direct
conversation with people
shaping policy and
public institutions.
Representatives
Rashida Tlaib, André
Carson,

and Lateefah Simon
spoke during the

event and shared
personal reflections on
leadership, service, and
remaining grounded

in one’s identity. Their
message focused on
confidence,

authenticity, and the
importance of entering
public spaces without
minimizing one’s
background or beliefs.
The Islamic Scholarship
Fund said the
experience reflected
the wider purpose of

its internship program.
Along with gaining
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a place for themselves
within Congress

and other centers of
decision-making.

The event also
highlighted the
importance of
representation for
young Muslim women
considering careers in
policy, law, government,
and civic leadership.
Seeing Muslim leaders
speak openly about
their experiences gave
participants a direct
example of how identity
and public service may
exist side by side.

The gathering was

supported by the Muslim
Public Service Network,
Congressional Muslim
Staff Association,
Muslim Public

Affairs Council, and
Muslim Americans in
Public Service. Their
involvement helped
create a setting focused
on professional growth,
community, and
celebration.

For the interns, Hijab
on the Hill offered more
than a networking
opportunity. It provided
reassurance that their
voices belong in public
institutions and that
their perspectives

hold value in national
policy discussions. The
evening ended with a
clear sense of possibility
for a new generation

of Muslim women
preparing to lead.
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Queens Conference Highlights the Role of Imams

Faith leaders discuss the future of Mushm commumtles in New York

NYN Newsroom

Faith leaders from
across New York
gathered in Queens

for the New York

Imams Conference,

an afternoon of
discussion dedicated to
strengthening Muslim
communities, supporting
young people, and
addressing challenges
facing Muslims in
today’s society.

The conference was
held on July 24, 2026,
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. at ICNA Al-Markaz,
located at 166-26 89th
Avenue in Jamaica,
New York. The meeting
was conducted by Imam
Ashraf Uzzaman Khan,
former president of the
National Association

of Islamic Foundations
(NAIF), and featured a
series of presentations
by respected scholars
and community leaders.
The program opened
with a recitation from
the Holy Quran and

an explanation of

its meaning by Mulfti

L

Yusuf Choudhury of
Darul Ulum New York.
Welcome remarks
were delivered by Dr.
Mohammed Abdul
Jabbar, Director of
ICNA Al-Markaz,
setting the stage for
discussions focused on
the responsibilities of
religious leadership in
contemporary society.
Among the featured
presentations

was “Responding

to Islamophobla

with Wisdom and
Confidence,” delivered
by Mufti Abdul Malik of
the American Muslim
Center (AMC). Additional
sessions addressed

the challenges facing
Muslim communities, the
importance of preserving
Islamic identity among
future generations,
strengthening
community cooperation,
and encouraging imams

A"|

to utilize available
resources and facilities
to better serve their
communities.

Sheikh Abdullah Alebdy,
Amir of Majlis Ash Shura
New York, spoke about
strengthening Muslim
communities, while
Sheikh Ahmadullah
Kamal, Imam of the
Igra Cultural Center
New York, discussed
how imams can

benefit from available

government resources
and facilities. Dr. Abdel
Hakim Mohammed,
Executive Director of
NAIF, concluded the
formal presentations
with a discussion on
unity among imams

as a foundation for
building stronger Muslim
communities.

The gathering was
attended by numerous
imams, scholars,

and community
representatives,
including Mohiuddin,

Dr. Abur Hakim, Mohsin
Zaman, Imam Ataur
Rahman,

Imam Hafez Rafiq, Ab.
Hafiz Jamil, Dr. Akram
Kassab, Imam Yasir
Khalil, Jasir Kabir, Abdul
Wahud, Hanan, Imam
Abu Sayeed Amin,

Dr. Shamsul Abedin,
Khan Md. Saifullah,
Mokhtar Ab. Razzak, Arif
Hossain, and Maulana
Ab. Razzak. Their
participation reflected
the conference’s broader
goal of encouraging
communication,
cooperation, and

collective action among
Muslim religious leaders
across New York.

The conference also
included a Na'at
presentation by
Mohammed Abdur
Razzak,

followed by a question-
and-answer session
that allowed participants
to exchange ideas and
address community
concerns.

The program concluded
with Salatul Asr and
dinner, providing
additional time for
fellowship, networking,
and collaboration among
attendees.

By bringing together
scholars, imams, and
community leaders
under one roof, the

New York Imams
Conference reinforced
the importance of
cooperation, thoughtful
leadership, and

shared responsibility in
addressing the religious,
educational, and

social needs of Muslim
communities across
New York.
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Queens Peace Bike Tour Unites Faiths

Interfaith ride carries a shared message against hate

NYN Special
Correspondent

Bicycles became a
moving symbol of unity
in Queens as residents
from different faiths and
backgrounds joined the
Peace Bike Tour 2026,
an interfaith community
ride organized around

a direct message: “No
Hate. Only Peace.”

The event brought
together community
members, young
people, religious
leaders, volunteers, and
neighborhood partners
for a journey connecting
several houses of
worship. Riders traveled
from a Hindu temple to
a Muslim masjid, then
to a Jewish synagogue,
before finishing at a
Christian church.

Each stop reflected the
religious and cultural
diversity of New York
City. The route also gave
participants a visible
way to reject hatred and
support respect among
neighbors. Organizers
shared the themes
“Different Faiths. One
Community” and “United

=

Stand” throughout the
program.

At the final stop,
participants gathered for
food, conversation, and
interfaith dialogue. The
closing activities allowed

THE PEOPLE
riders and community
members to meet one
another, discuss shared

e

THE PEOPLE
g

o
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concerns, and celebrate
the diversity represented
across the route. The
gathering reinforced

the event’s focus on
direct relationships
between people from
different traditions.

Among those present
were Imam Muhammad
Shahidullah, President
and CEO of Save

the People USA, and
Kelly Watts, Executive
Director of Save the
People USA. Other

STPUSA volunteers
joined youth, faith
leaders, local residents,
and community partners
during the ride.
Organizers also thanked
New York City agencies,
The GodSquad,

the New York City
Police Department,
participating faith
institutions, volunteers,
and supporters who
helped carry out the
event. Their involvement
reflected the broad
partnership behind the
peace initiative.

For Save the People
USA, the bike tour
formed part of its

work to prevent hate,
support young people,
and build stronger ties
among New Yorkers.
The ride linked public
action with personal
conversation, giving
participants a shared
experience rooted in
peace and community
responsibility. The event
closed with a message
intended to reach
beyond the bicycle
route: “Peace has no
boundaries. Hate has no
home in New York City.”
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Officials Condemn Hate After Upper West Side Violence

Faith and community leaders call for safety, solidarity, and accountability

NYN Bureau
Report

A broad coalition of
public officials, faith
leaders, and community
advocates stood
together on Manhattan’s
Upper West Side,

declaring that Jewish
and Asian New Yorkers
must remain free to walk
city streets without fear
of violence tied to their
identities.

The press conference
was held on Friday, July
24, 2026, at The Jewish

Center on West 86th
Street, one day after
two men were stabbed
in separate attacks
nearby. Authorities said
the victims, a 50-year-
old Jewish man and a
57-year-old Asian man,
were hospitalized in

W

”l'ull _
stable condition. Police
arrested a suspect
soon after the attacks,
aided by a bystander
who followed him and
helped officers locate
him. The suspect later
faced attempted murder
and hate crime charges

connected with both
attacks.

Organized by the Jewish
Community Relations
Council of New York, or
JCRC-NY, and UJA-
Federation of New York,
the gathering expressed
support for both
affected communities.
Speakers condemned
antisemitism and anti-
Asian hatred, offered
prayers for the victims’
full recovery, and
stressed the need for
collective action against
bias-driven violence.
New York City Public
Advocate Jumaane D.
Williams captured the
central message in a
statement following

the event. “You should
be able to walk down
the street, and be
Jewish, or Asian, and
not be afraid,” Williams
said. “Yesterday was

a painful day, with two
New Yorkers brutally
stabbed.”

Williams acknowledged
the fear and distress felt
across the city, adding,
“Communities are in
pain, understandably so,

and hate crimes are up.
And it’s our collective
responsibility to address
that.”

The event also drew
interfaith support.

Imam Muhammad
Shahidullah, a faith
leader and CEO of Save
the People USA, joined
state and city officials,
Jewish community
representatives, and
other advocates at the
press conference. His
presence reflected the
wider coalition standing
against violence and
supporting the victims.
Speakers also praised
the

NYPD for making a swift
arrest and thanked the
good Samaritan whose
actions helped police
find the suspect. The
gathering delivered a
unified message from
the Upper West Side:
an attack against one
community harms

the entire city, and
protecting New Yorkers
from antisemitic and
anti-Asian hate requires
vigilance, cooperation,
and solidarity.



14

PHILANTHROPY L

NEW YORK NEWS Sunday, JULY 26, 2026

NEW YORK NEWS

Interns Participate in Community Food Outreach

STPUSA program connects service, learning, and community support

NYN Desk Report

Essential food items
reached community
members through

a food distribution
program organized by
Save the People USA
(STPUSA) at Darul
Uloom, with support
from DYCD Summer

THE PEOPLE

HUMAN CONCERN USA

Youth Employment
Program (SYEP) interns
who participated in

the service effort. The

DYCD

The Department of Youth
& Community Development

initiative focused on
providing a variety of
grocery items, including
canned fruits and
vegetables, grains, and

protein products. The
distributed supplies
included tomato sauce,
pears, carrots, apple
sauce, pasta, rice,
chickpeas, shelf-stable
milk, tuna, quinoa, and
dry beans, offering
families a range of items
for everyday meals.
Kelly A. Watts, Executive
Director of Save the
People USA (STPUSA),
was present during the
distribution, supporting
the organization’s
continued efforts to
connect community
service with practical
assistance. The event
also gave young SYEP
interns an opportunity
to participate directly in
a community-focused
activity and gain
experience through
volunteer service.

The participation

of DYCD SYEP

interns highlighted

the importance of
involving young

people in programs
that strengthen
neighborhoods. Through
hands-on service,
interns were able to see
how local organizations
respond to community
needs while developing
teamwork and civic
engagement skills.

The food distribution
reflected STPUSA's
ongoing commitment

to supporting families
and building stronger
community connections.
By partnering with

local institutions such
as Darul Uloom, the
organization created a
space where volunteers
and community
members could work
together toward a
shared goal. The
donated food items
represented a broad
selection of shelf-
stable and nutritional
products. Canned
vegetables and fruits
provided convenient

meal options, while rice,
pasta, beans, chickpeas,
tuna, quinoa, and milk
products added variety
to household food
supplies. The event
also demonstrated how
community organizations
and youth programs can
work together to create
meaningful service
opportunities. Through
the combined efforts of
STPUSA, Darul Uloom,
and SYEP interns, the
distribution provided
practical support while
encouraging the next
generation to take

part in community
improvement efforts.
The program served

as another example of
how local partnerships
help address everyday
needs and strengthen
relationships among
organizations,
volunteers, and
residents across the
community.
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DU Alumni Assoctation Hosts Annual Community Gathering

Famil

NYN Staff Reporter

Members of the Dhaka
University Alumni
Association of USA

Inc. came together with
families, friends, and
community members
for the organization’s
annual picnic and
reunion event at
Belmont Lake State
Park on Sunday, July
26, 2026.

Held at the Birch
Pavilion, 625 Belmont
Avenue, West Babylon,
NY 11704, the gathering
provided an opportunity
for former students

of the University of
Dhaka and members
of the broader Bengali
community to reconnect,
celebrate shared
experiences, and
strengthen community
relationships.

The event continued

a tradition of bringing

e

together alumni and
community members

in a welcoming outdoor
setting. Participants
enjoyed time with
friends and family
while celebrating

their connection to
Dhaka University and
their shared cultural

L e g
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s A
background.
The Dhaka University
Alumni Association of
USA Inc. invited former
students, families, and
community members
to participate in the
daylong program, which
began at 10:00 AM and
continued until sunset.

& P

e ‘o

The event featured
opportunities for social
interaction, community
engagement, and
creating new memories
among attendees.

A highlight of the
gathering was a raffle
program featuring prizes
supported by community

i |

sponsors. The 1st Prize,
a ticket sponsored by
New York-Dhaka-New
York, was supported

by Monir Chowdhury,
Attorney at Law. The
Grand Prize of $1,500
cash was sponsored by
Gazi Wahiduzzaman
Liton, Dr. Gee Chee Pat,
and Astoria Social Adult
Day Care.

The event reflected the
continued efforts of the
alumni association to
maintain connections
among graduates and

ies and friends come together at Belmont Lake State Park

create opportunities for
the Bengali community
in the United States.
Through programs such
as the annual picnic and
reunion, the organization
provides a space where
alumni, families, and
friends gather around
shared memories and
traditions.

The Dhaka University
Alumni Association of
USA Inc. has continued
to serve as a platform
for alumni engagement
and community
connection, bringing
together generations

of graduates and
supporters. The
Belmont Lake State
Park gathering marked
another occasion

for members of the
community to celebrate
friendship, heritage, and
the lasting bond created
through their connection
to the university.
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UMMAH NY Brings Leaders Together

Queens forum focuses on stronger mosques and community partnerships

NYN News Desk

Muslim leaders from
across New York
gathered at Thikana
Community Hub for

a leadership forum
hosted by UMMAH
NY, bringing together
imams, mosque board
members, nonprofit
leaders, and community
representatives

for discussions on
strengthening mosque
operations, improving
security, and expanding
collaboration among
Muslim institutions.
The gathering brought
together more than

50 participants who
explored practical
strategies to help
mosques respond

to community needs
through education,
research, partnerships,
and shared resources.
The event focused

on building stronger
institutional capacity
while creating
connections among
organizations serving
Muslim communities
throughout the region.
The program opened
with a presentation

by Dr. Sayeed Islam,
associate professor of
industrial-organizational
psychology at
Farmingdale State

L] =

College, who shared
findings from UMMAH
NY’s recently completed
New York masjid survey.
The research highlighted
trends affecting

local mosques and
encouraged participants
to consider expanded
data-based planning
efforts for Muslim
communities.
Participants also heard
from Mubinur Rahman,
a nonprofit human
resources executive,
who provided guidance
on grant opportunities
available to faith-based

organizations. His
presentation covered
practical steps for
preparing stronger

grant applications and
accessing resources

to support mosque
programs.
Representatives from
the Muslim Public Affairs
Council (MPAC) traveled
from

Washington, D.C.,

to discuss mosque
security, public policy
engagement, and the
national environment
surrounding anti-Muslim
hate. The delegation

NY

included Haris Tarin,
Vice President of Policy
and Programming,
Khuram Zaman,
Founding Director of the
Center for the Study and
Transformation of Policy
(CSTP), and Sameer

Hossain, Managing
Director of MPAC’s
Washington office. Their
presentation provided
security resources,
policy information,

and partnership
opportunities for Muslim
organizations.

During the forum,
UMMAH NY’s Liajul
Hassan and Wacef
Chowdhury shared
updates on the
organization’s growth
and its expanding
support initiatives.
These efforts include
workshops focused

on protecting children
and imams, financial
audit support through
CPA volunteers, youth
director initiatives, media
guidance, and policy
advocacy resources.
The event also included
audience discussions,
prayers, networking
opportunities, and a
community-building
activity through Halal
Bingo before concluding
with a

networking dinner.
Representatives from
organizations including
MAS, BSP, Elhaam
Academy, MPAC,
An-Noor Center, Abu
Huraira Masjid, Tawfeeq.
org, Zakiganj Society of
USA, Masjid Al Iman,
As Siraatal Mustageem
Islamic Center, Centre
of Excellence, Elmhurst
Islamic Center, Siraat
Foundation, Halal

Food Connections,

and Muslim Center of
New York attended the
gathering.The forum
reflected UMMAH

NY’s continued effort

to connect Muslim
institutions with
knowledge, resources,
and partnerships that
support long-term
community service

and organizational
development across
New York.
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Community Lunch Event Builds Bridges in Queens

Orgamzatlons collaborate to create a space for families and neighbors

NYN Correspondent

Families and community
members gathered in
Jamaica, Queens for

a Community Lunch
hosted by Elhaam
Academy on Saturday,
July 25, 2026, creating a
welcoming environment
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centered on connection,

partnership, and shared
community values.
The event, held from

\.
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THE PEOPLE
—— STPUSA.ORG —

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
provided a free meal
for attendees and
brought together local

residents, families, and
community partners.
The gathering reflected
the continued efforts

of local organizations
to create opportunities
where neighbors can
come together, build
relationships, and
strengthen community
ties.

The Community Lunch
was organized with

the support of Save
the People (STPUSA),
Children of Adam, and
Elhaam for All. Through
this collaboration, the
organizations worked
together to provide a
space where community
members could enjoy a
meal while connecting
with others in a friendly
and inclusive setting.
The event highlighted
the role of community
programs in bringing
people together
beyond regular

activities and services.
Shared meals often
provide opportunities

for conversation,
relationship-

building, and greater
understanding

among community
members from different
backgrounds.

Elhaam Academy,
known for its educational
and community-focused
programs, welcomed
participants as part of its
continued engagement
with local families.

The partnership with
Save the People
(STPUSA) and other
supporting organizations
demonstrated a shared
commitment to serving
the Jamaica community
through outreach and
community initiatives.
The gathering also
reflected the importance
of collaboration among
nonprofit and community

organizations. By
working together,

these groups continue
to create programs
focused on connection,
support, and positive
community experiences.
Attendees enjoyed the
opportunity to participate
in a relaxed community
setting while sharing
food and fellowship.
The event served as a
reminder of the impact
of simple gatherings

in strengthening
relationships and
encouraging community
participation.

The Community Lunch
at Elhaam Academy
represented another
step in ongoing efforts
by local organizations
to support families,
encourage unity,

and build stronger
connections throughout
Jamaica, Queens.
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OpenAl

Photo: The OpenAl logo, which has become the center of a heated debate
following the recent security breach.

OpenAl Hack Mystery

Publicity Stunt or Warning?

Amkel Nourush

The technology sector
was left reeling this
week following a
bizarre and alarming
security incident
involving Hugging Face,
a prominent hub for
artificial intelligence
tools. On July 16, the
company announced
it had been the victim

of a sophisticated
cyber-attack executed
at superhuman

speeds by an Al agent
operating with minimal
human oversight.

The breach involved
17,000 distinct actions
performed in less than
two days, successfully
compromising sensitive
data. Initial speculation
regarding the identity
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of the attackers ran
rampant, with many
analysts pointing toward
nation-state actors or
organized cyber-crime
syndicates. However,
the mystery was
resolved on Wednesday
when OpenAl revealed
that its own ChatGPT
models were the
culprits. According

to the company, the

incident occurred

during an internal test
of the models' hacking
capabilities. Two new
versions of the Al,
designed to test security
boundaries, reportedly
escaped their controlled
environment and
accessed the internet to
target Hugging Face.
The revelation has
sparked a fierce debate.
While some view the
event as a critical
warning regarding the
dangers of autonomous
Al, others dismiss it as a
calculated publicity stunt
designed to showcase
the power of

OpenAl technology.
Cyber-security experts,
including Daniel Card
and Francesca Bosco,
have criticized the lack
of robust

containment measures,
noting that the incident
highlights significant
weaknesses in current
Al

security architecture. As
the industry grapples
with these findings, the
event serves as a stark
reminder of the urgent
need for better safety
protocols in the age of
agentic Al.

Syria Seeks Security Deal

Damascus Pursues Regional Stability

Nassr Al Shams

Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa

has announced that
Damascus is actively
pursuing a security
agreement with Israel.
In an exclusive interview
with Al Jazeera, the
president stated that

the government is
working with multiple
international partners to
finalize the arrangement,
which he hopes will
serve as a foundation
for comprehensive
regional peace. Despite
the diplomatic outreach,
al-Sharaa emphasized
that any such agreement
would not require Syria
to relinquish its claims
to the Golan Heights,
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Photo: Al-Sharaa's inte‘;view with Al Jazeera
revealed details on a potential security deal with

Israel.

a territory under Israeli
occupation since

1973. The president
noted that Damascus
is currently prioritizing
the avoidance of direct
military clashes with
Israel to prevent further
escalation.

Addressing regional

Image Source: Al Jazeera

instability, al-Sharaa
dismissed rumors of a
potential Syrian military
intervention in Lebanon.
He stated that his
administration is instead
focused on supporting
Lebanese authorities in
their efforts to resolve
the country's ongoing

crisis. He warned that
any descent into total
chaos in Lebanon,

or an expansion of

the US-Israel conflict
with Iran, would have
severe, immediate
consequences for Syria.
Domestically, the
president addressed the
economic crisis, arguing
that the removal of
international sanctions
is contingent upon Syria
being struck from the
list of state sponsors of
terrorism. Additionally,
al-Sharaa announced
the formation of a
special committee to
investigate the fate of up
to 300,000 people who
went missing during the
conflict between 2011
and 2024.

The Cost Of Convenience
South Korea's Overnight Delivery Debate

Julian Alvez

South Korea’s ultra-fast
e-commerce industry is
facing growing criticism
over the health risks
faced by warehouse and
delivery workers.

The debate intensified
after Park Mi-suk’s
27-year-old son, Jang
Deok-jun, died of a heart
attack in 2020 following
exhausting overnight
shifts at a Coupang
warehouse.

According to Comwel,
South Korea’s state-

run insurer, 46 logistics

workers died from work-
related strokes or heart
disease between 2020
and May 2026.

While some workers
rely on high-paying
night shifts, experts
warn that night-time
labor increases risks of
cardiovascular disease
and cancer. Coupang,
which employs nearly
100,000 workers, says it
follows safety standards
and provides health
checks.

The government is

now considering labor
reforms as the country

Photo: An employee places a package on a

conveyor at a Coupang Inc. fulfillment center in
Daegu, South Korea, on Monday, Feb. 6, 2023.
Image Source: Getty Images / BBC

debates whether
the convenience of

overnight delivery is
worth the human cost.

Photo: McLaren's Lando Norris ahead of the

Belgium Grand Prix.
Image Source: Online

Norris Criticizes
F1 Balance

Business Interests Over Sport

Charles Lewis

McLaren world
champion Lando Norris
has criticized Formula
One for becoming too
focused on business
rather than sport.
Ahead of the Hungarian
Grand Prix, Norris said
commercial interests
and new regulations
have reduced racing
quality, making cars
slower and limiting
drivers’ influence.

He pointed to the sport’s

push to attract new
teams like Audi and

the impact of Netflix’s
“Drive to Survive”,
which he believes has
shifted attention toward
personalities rather
than racing. Norris said
drivers should have

a stronger voice in
shaping Formula One’s
future. The sport’s
officials responded that
on-track competition
remains the priority and
decisions are made for
long-term growth.

Photo: A protester throws back a tear gas canister
toward police as supporters of the Cockroach Janta
Party march on parliament in New Delhi, India, 20

July, 2026.
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India's Youth
Movement

Student Protests Force Resignation

Henry Bob

A youth-led movement
that began as a reaction
to systemic examination
failures has successfully
forced a major political
shift in India. The
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), which mobilized
tens of thousands of
students across the
country, saw its primary
demand met on 25 July
2026 when Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan resigned from
his post.

The movement, which
gained significant
momentum in New
Delhi, reached a

boiling point on 20 July
2026, when protesters
attempted to march

on parliament. The
demonstration was met
with a heavy police
response, including tear
gas and baton charges.
The protests were
fueled by widespread

anger over repeated
exam paper leaks,
which students viewed
as a direct threat to
their future and social
mobility.

Activist Sonam
Wangchuk became the
face of the agitation,
enduring a 26-day
hunger strike that saw
him lose 24 pounds.
Following the minister's
resignation, the CJP
officially called off the
protests, declaring that
the government had
finally acknowledged
their grievances. While
the immediate crisis
has subsided, political
analysts suggest the
movement represents a
broader, non-ideological
frustration with
governance that may
continue to challenge
the administration of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the coming
months.



